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C. SCHUSTER SPEAKS ON
MUSIC, NEW CONSCIOUSNESS
MISSOULA—
Dr. Cynthia Schuster, professor of Philosophy at the University of Montana, contrasted
the concepts of music in Platonic times with that of the alienated youth of today in a
lecture at UM Monday (April 19).
The lecture, entitled "Music, Personality Development, and the New Consciousness," was
sponsored by Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, men’s music honorary.
In summarizing the life style prevalent in Plato's day, Mrs. Schuster stressed the term
"harmony," which she exemplified with a quote from Plato’s Republic: "Everyone has need of
harmony in his life."
Dr. Schuster said that in Plato's time (347 B.C.) there were two major kinds of harmony
men strove to attain.

One was an individual harmony within each of their lives, and the

other was the harmonious order of the community.
She said Plato had a teleological view of life, regarding life as a continuous process
which, when completed, is like a composition or piece of art.

Dr. Schuster said, "He would

go from the present moment to the temporal movement of life spread out in time."
She said Plato felt that through the simpler kinds of harmony, such as music and rhythm,
children could be made aware of the continuity and harmony which would be the center of their
lives.

Dr. Schuster said when these ideals are attained, "at every moment in a well-inte

grated person's life, future time will be present in his consciousness."
In contrast to this temporal view of life, Dr. Schuster said that the single goal of
today's alienated

youth is "intensity of feeling at a certain moment."

She said that

through their music, whether in a small group around a stereo or in mass gatherings at rock
festivals, the youth of today are striving to "attain a new sense of common consciousness,"
where everyone in the group is experiencing exactly the same thing at exactly the same time.
She said music allows youth to attain a consciousness of only the present, excluding any
sense of past or future.
more
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Dr. Schuster said that through this common experience in music, the youth have "dis
covered a new kind of love which may be an intimation of what human relations could be and
ought to be at all times.''
However, even though this moment of oneness of feeling might be "tremendous while it
lasts, it really could have no long-term effect on the political and social structures of
the nation," the speaker commented.
"I'm afraid that it might become oriented abound intoxication of the moment," she con
cluded.
Dr. Schuster joined the Montana faculty in September 1956, coming from Washington State
University, Pullman, where she taught from 1952-56.

She received her bachelor's degree at

Cornell University, Ithaca, N^., and her master's degree and doctor's degree in philosophy
at the University of California at Los Angeles.
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